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Advertifement.

“His Letter of Philalethes, both as -

R coming from an Unknown Hand and
. Tequirng fuch a Publick Anfwer, the

: Elé}@bto whom it 'was Addrefed; as well
as the R eft who are Concern-d in the Name
of the Society, tho moft willing to give Sa-
tisfadiion unto All, did fee the Neceffity to
retrain from certain. Particular Informations,
(which yet hereafter may be produc'd) of the
Prefent State of the Same, either in this King.
dpm,_. or, Elfewhere ; and that the more be-
caufe of fomeWrong,and Dangerous Appli-
c;a:\n(ms that have been already madeby (gme,

“agaiof the Undertakers of Their Tranfaiti-

d8sy50r Afa Philadelpbica.
And whereas it may be Obje&ed againft

~the Calculation, p. 27. that fome who have

- much ftudy'd this Matter, do yet protra&

i

!

the Time for Seventy Years; even that will

not




not be Material, though likewile no more
be meant by the Cleanfing the San&uary,
then the Firt Vifible Beginnings of it;
by the F ALL of That which has
Polluted it.  For if the Alarm was given
to the Old World an Hundred and
Twenty Years betore it was Accom-
plilhd; Seventy Years miy not feem
to be fo long Now to Warn and Awaken
the Slumbering Nations, to prevent the Im-
pendent Judgments that will certainly over--
take them, unlefs they Repent, and pre-
pare to meet their Saviour.

As for what is Herein more Peculiarly-
Addrefsd to One Communion among Pro-
seftants, the Argument does equally (yea
a fortiori) prefs the Divided Communions:
from it in this Kingdom, and in Ireland,
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U PON occafion of thai'é'}’hiladelpbian Papers, and Theofo-

phical Tranfaltions that fly about, we are often ask’d in

the City, both by our Friends in Converfation, and by
others that are Inquifitive or Scrupulous. #hat thefe Philadelph:-
ans arc; this new Se€t with a hard Name ? Whatare their peculi-
ar Principles or Pratifes2 How are they diftinguifh'd from other
Chriftians, and particularly from thofe of the Church of England
on the one Hand, and from the Quakers on the other? Why do
they feperate from us , and affeét Singularity and a particulac
Title 2 with many fuch Queftions which we cnnot well Anfwer.
for want of a full Account of the true State of this Society. {
Anfwer thefe Queftions as well as] can, but am fenfible that I
want Inftru&ions to give a full Anfwer to fome of them. 1 tell
them they differ not from the Proteftant Churches as to external
Communion; they do not refufe Communion with them, either
in hearing the Word, or receiving the Sacraments, and therefore
make no %chifm’. Bur, fay they, why then do thefe Philadelphi-
ans make their feparate Meetings, and on Sundays, in time of Di-
vine Service in Our Churches? Tcould not well anfwer that Quer
10n, and therefore leave it to you. v
- B As
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As to their diff rence from the Quakers, I told them, they were
not {0 (illy asto place Beligion in Lhowing and Theeingy in keeping
on their Hars, or 1n a fad Countenance, as the Hypocrites had in
our Saviour’s tim:. Thefe have no external Badge or Mark of di-
ftinction, but arc above thofe little Atfectations cor Superftitions.
Very well fay they, but do they not agrec with the Quakers, as to
the internal Principle of a Light within, and a private Spirit ot
Revelation og Infpiratien I could not fully anfwer tothis, which
you better underftand, and can iaform usin.

" Then as to their peculiar Principles, I rold them 1 knew none but
that fingle Opinion, That the Coming of Chrift was near at Hand 5
and thercfore they think it their Duty to wara and awaken the
World, that they may prepare for that great and folemn Time,
by a good Lite, univerfal Charity, and Union among(t the ,Prote-
ftame Chemrctres.  Very well, {#d dﬁ,‘ This is good Adviee, and
at 28 dimes feafoastle. But what Groands have they to believe
and Affirm that the coming of Chrift is ncar at Hand. 1 confeft
to them I did not remember any Proof or Grounds they have gi-
ven us of their Judgment in this particular, neither could I difcern
from what Topicks they would fetch their Evidence. I confider'd
with: iy felf, fecing this isa thing that canoot be foumd outr by
Reafom, they muft come tothe knowledge of it either by private
Revaation, or by publick Revelation, fichasis made to us all in
Serigeare.  If they have it, or prerend to have it by private Reve-
T, whey muft give us fome Affurance, (by Miracles, (r forne o~
theet-way) that this is no Fibon or Delufion of theirs, bur a real
Tnépiration from the Divine Spirit.  They know how many bave
deceiv’d themfelves, or have deceiv’d othets by fuch Pretences; and
thetefore they ough to be more careful what they Venrand Af-
fiem i this kind. “Tis a bold and prefumprueus a Thing to fa-
ther -our Thoughts apon the Spirit of God, and ebtrude them up-
an the World under that facred Notion, without fare Evidence.

If theyappeal to the written Word of God, we are always rea-
dy to begovern’d by that Rule, and defire them to mame thofc
‘Textsof Scriptuze thar declare; or from whence it may be collelt-’
edy that the commgof Cheift isat Hand.  We know thercare fe-
veral plages of Sriprure that {poke (according to 2 literal common
Ceaftru&ion) of shat Commug of Chrift, as near in the Apoftles
time, but thofe places cannot now be ot ufe to them in this Cafe.
As to the Propkefies in the Revelations of $t S':!m, what is faid
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in the 11 and 16th. Chapters, feems rather to make azaiuft them.
Stveral things there mentioned muft be accomplith'd before the com- |
.ing of our Saviour. In the rrth. Chapter the Wimeffes. muit
rite, and after their Refurre€tion muft Afcend, and the tenth
part of the City muft fall, and the 2d. ) mult pafs away before
the 7th. Trnmpet foand, aad even in thac, there is a Wee bofors
the Bleifed Times come on.  In the 18th. Chapter the Vials of
God's Wrathace poured out, and whether any of them he alrcady
patt, isaditputable Point amongft the beft Interprerers; much lofs
do we know what diftance is requir'd b:ewixe the efiion of oac
Vial and another.  Itisalfo neceflary thae they hou'd fix the be-
ginning of. the Reign of Anti-Chrift, and thofe other Epscha’s thar
Een; to.be Coutemporary with it, before they can Chronological-
ly computc the time of our Saviour’s coming. And you know fome
perfons of late have not had fuch fuccefs in cheir Prophetical Predi-
1ons and Galculations, as to encourage others to venture upon the
fame Defign, withouwr good Warrant. 1 will not mention to
you the Converfion of the Fews, which is ufually look*d wpon as
Antecedent to the coming of Chritt.  Bur if you make the feven
Churches (as you feemto do) toreprefent 7 Periods in the Chri-
ftian Church, we are not yet in the laft Period, nor in the Pe-
nultimate. lfor fuppofc the Philadelpbian ftate to be coming on,
there is ftill a Zaodicean Period after that, which muft have its
time and duration, how great or how little we cannot define. .
Thele Confiderations are obvious to every one that refle&s upon
the Queftion concerning the Diftance or ?proach of our Saviours
coming. ~And it feems neceflary that the Philadelpbian Society (both
for their own fatistadtion, and the farisfaion of others) thould
diftinCtly ftate and explain thefe things, before they alarm the
World, and expofe themfelves and thefe myfteries of Providence to
miftaken Conftruions. If you pleafe to Print this Paper with
your Anfwer to it, when you have occifion, you will Oblige,

Sir,
Your Humble Servant;
| Philajethes.
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THE
4N SW E R.
SIRK,

Hen 1 received your Letter, 1 was not a little pleas‘d

V s ) at the Candour and Gencerofity of it on one fide: .

and the more I confider’d how hard you prefs -the
Philadelphians on the other fide, my Pleafure ftll encreaied. with
my Admiration, vo find that there are not wanring fome, who then
when they make the moft Vigorous Attack, are able to do it with-
out Jofing fo much as one Grain of the True Chriftan Temper.
For it mult needsbe own“d, that you have not only fallen upon the
True Knot of the Queftion; butthat you have managtd it with all
the Dexterity; and Solidity, that it is poffible 1 think for the
Matter to bear.

I freely acknowledge that the Difficultics by you either Propostd
or Imply’d, are weighty : I acknowledge there are knots not cafily
‘tobe Solv'd. But becaufe I perceive that you are a fincere Lover of
T'ruth, (according to the Name which you take) greatly concern’d
for the Honour of Religion, very defirous to be Inform’d abour th:
Pretenfions of the Philadelphian Suciety, and to know what Anfwers
are to be made both to the Iguifitive and the Scrupulous, concerning
the true State of this Society, and the Grounds of their Appear-
anc: at this Time ; I count my Self however oblig’d to give you
what fatisfaltion Ican at prefent in this grand Matter, an§ in the
fame Maaner which you have defir'd it. W hercfore | fhall firft ccll
you, What thefe Philadelpbians are.

You know that Philadelphia was, (and is Rill) a City in the lef-
fer Afia; call'd by the Turks at this Day, 1h. City of Fod, which is
in their Language Allabfcheir. But vpon what Ground it i fo
all'd, 1leaveyou to Inquire. It is the fixth, you know of thofe
feven Cities, the Seatsof 1o manv Churches, to which the Lord
after his Afcenfion wrote fo many Epiftles, full of deep and fecret
‘Fruths; bard 10 be underflood.  Whence there is this continual Call,

He that bath ay Ear 10 bear, let him hgar, what the SPIRIT faith unto

L deddod

Images courtesy ProQuest LLC
Digitized by www.JaneLead.org



(Cs)

the Churches, orunto all the Ages, Periods and Succeffions thereof's |
as the beft Interpreters do gather. For not unto them alone were
thefe Prophetical Epiftles, as we believe, addrefs'd: but unto all
that fhould come after them 3 evea to us, (though sfar off both
with refpe to Place, and Time) and to the Geaeratiois whick,
are yet to follow us, and to all tharthe Lord fhall call. Youw
know that the Church of Philadelphia is of all the {even repref:n-
ted as without Fault or Blame, yet of very low, and mean e-
fteem in the World ; having at firt buc a little Strength, Pow-
er or Splendor, and fo oblig'd to pafs througha moft fevere Pro-
bation, beyond all others , and to undergo all maaner of Con-
tempt and Ignominious Treating, even from thofe who profels
themfelves to be Chriftians : and fhall bave greater Outward Power
andStrength. For it is expedient that itsMembers be Try’d whether
they will keep the word of the Patic ice of Jefus; whether they will*
boldly Confefs, and not Deny his Spirit, or Name; and whether;
they will fo hold faft unto the end, as not to fuffer any to fup-
plant or deprive them of their Crown, or of thofe high Preroga-,
tives which are pecaliarly promis’d to the Conquerors in thi
State or Period. Youa know that Lezeis the Chriftian Badg, and
that main diftinguifhing Chara&er, whereby the Primitive Chri-
ftians were difcern’d from all the Seéts and Religions which were
then in the World : and that by an Allufion, which is moft ufu
al in Scripture, Philadelphia is {ct to exprefs Brotherly Affection.
You pleafe to read the Charter of }hiladelphisnifmin the Epiftle taf
that Church, you may thence beft be able to under(tand what
True Pbiladeipbian is: and to difcern the. proper Marks and Cha-
racerifticks of an Angel of this Church.

¢ Well, but you will juftly fay to me, where is there fuch: 2
¢ Church as this upon the Barth? Is it among you ? No: ye your
¢ felves do not pretend that you are either Infallible, or lmpecca
‘hle. You cannot fay that you are without: Fault or Blamre, but
“on the contrary, do own your felves to ftand in much Weak-
¢ nefs and Imperfeétion on one Hand, and in much fuperfiuity and miz<
“ture on the other. And where will you find fuch Angels, o
¢ Paftors, as may have the Care of fuch an Hily and True Church?
“ Where are thefe Pillars of the Philadelphian Temple 2 Thefe con
¢ quering Worthies that have endur'd out the Hour of Temptati-
“on? Thefe Priefts that do truly bear upon them the Name of
*God, and of Chrift, and of the City of God? Admir it be

true

Pt




:
|
|
r
j

w2y

(6)

ctiue, that the 0d Plidaddrhioy Chyrch i the Lydian Afia mighe
r‘vchatlcngc-t&ibgmun Lhings: admir 3lto thar a1 thefe Promifes
1 may be exteaded to funee Succeffions in the Church, and thar
' there is fuch 2 1 bilade'phizn Stave or Aira to be expedted, that
may excdl the former, a5 the Aatitspz doth the Type, yet

whac s all this to that Newm Sedf mith as havd Namez, wrhich is Here
“dlartad up el prefent Year :

<

; What are Thefe Philadelpbians ;

Tofeare to bz known Wi they are, if you behold the et
Diaught, ter which they have far: and do examine -the Claims
whica they make to the Charrer. that 1 have before referr’d you to.
Wheretore if you. will pafs. a right Judgment on the Gapy, |
mui} {e2d to you the Ogiginal, to comparte ic by. - And: here you
Will do a moft exceilenc Scrvice; for which | my Self, and a5
{many as are concerned with me in this truly Grear Defign, fhall
ibe obligd. ro thank you, 20d ro own ic for the moft Merirorious
AR of Eraternal Livss, if you pleafe but o difvover -the Defetts

t.the Copy, {a:that they may be Corretted, and -the Copy made
j‘;‘exﬁ:&iy contetmable o its Original: Or if it fhould appear’ to
you, evyn Whally, and Fasdamentally; Defe@ive, Ientreat you
s00d Philalethes, whoever you are, to propofc any other -Model,
chat may berter: ferve all the Ends of Religion in*General, or
hofe, which «his particular Society in England; have had a more
rincipal Regard 50, in their Eftablittment.  For the Ends which
hey ‘have fet: before 'em, (and whereof they have given an’ Ac-
unt zo the World in their Reafins, and Prapofitions lately Pub-
ih’d, and alfo in other Books, and Epiftles) are fo defirable, and
Fo very Juftifiable, thar I have not yer found any that have fo
uch as offerd to condemn them : however they may have thougte
he Methods recommended for the attaining of thefe Ends to be
mproper and Inadequate, or the Ends themfelves noc to be At-
ainable in this Life, thrcforc it deferves thoroughly to be ex-
in’dinto: whether thefe Ends (fuch as, theBifts and Graces of
¢ Blefled Spirit of God in a perfe@ and mature State,) be at.
inable in this Life, as thefe Philadelphians feem to expe@> Or
f in this Life they be not Artainable, whether it may not be yet
equifite to prefs forward, asif they were Attainable, in order to
¢ Attainment of them inanother 2 Alfo whether the ?\c_-un.i%r;_
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obthe divided and fcatter’'d Ring>s of Chriflianity, an Univerfa! |
Peace and Amncfty among covcending Brethren, the Convertion |
of the Jews, the call of the Turks aud other Infidels, ‘the Reco-
very of the Apoftacy, ene Renovation of all things, and fich like,
be pot great and glorious Endsy; worthy ot a true Difciplelood |
of JESUS CHRIST, and moft fit by all that profefs *his Name-
to be Pray’d for, and esdeavour'd: after, to their utmoft Ability>
Alfo whether the Methods which the Philalelpbian Sociery have
proposd be proper and Adequate to thefe Ends of their Inftituci-
on_and Foundation ? .

By the Defigns which any ene has, and by the Merhods whicl
he rakes to compafs them, wecan judge what he is. So in lik=
manner you miay hieteby without much Difficuley colle® Whar vhefc
Philadelphians ate; and: efpecially if theéy may be fuppos'd to be:
Sincere in their Defigns, and-to follow thebeft Methods which are:
made known to them.  Which L believe you will find no. Reafon:
to Queltion. :

Wiercfore you miay rectific the feveral firange MiGtakes, that are-
commonty Entertain’d eoncerning’ thefs Philadelphians, as it they were
a New Retigion ftacted up in the World, a new Sect, a Cabal,,
and 1 know not what befides. For laflare vou they heartily lament
the Divifions of Chriftendom, andefpecially of that Parr of it whicl: |
profefes the Reformuation : and they are ucterly Averfe to all Seéta-
rianifm, and Partiality in Religion, though even upona pretence
of higher Purity. - Whence it is, a5 you rightly obferve, that thev
differ not from the Protelbant Churches, as to External Commu-
mion..  Whersfore whonever this Queftion fhall befagain put to
you by any, whethier your Friends or others, you may anfwer |
them to this Effect : © They are a Religious Society for the Refot--
* mation of Manners, for the Advancement of an Heroical Chri-
¢ ftian Piery, and Univerfal Peace and Love towards All : who:
¢ though they are deeply fenfible-of great Corruptions and Devi-
¢ ations in moft, or all, of the Chriftian Bodies, or Communities,
¢ from the Apoftolical Rule; yet donot therefore formally Diffent,.
¢ ar feparate from fuch a particular Body, Community, or Church
¢ in which theyhave beforeliv’d according ro the beft of theirLighe,
¢ and Underftanding : much lefs do they perfwade others to Dif*
¢ fent from.thar Communion, which they are Previoufly oblig'd to.
¢ Aahcre to, oradvifc them to.Separate themfelves upon this Ac-
¢ count, orupon any other: And though they mzet once upon eves

TV:
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ry-Lord’s Day to implore,the good Spirit of God Unitedly for
31" “the effecting “of all the aforefaid Ends in the Fulnefs of the
{|" “times, and particularly for a propitious Anfwer to all the
“1. * Prayersand Interceffions then at the fame time offer’d up, in alj
711 ¢ Churches and Afflemblies of Chrittians throughourt this Kin dom,
¢ and throughout the World, which are fentup with a right In-

5 | ¢ tention, and according to his Bleffled Will; yet do they not e-
- fteem their meering fo together to be 2 roper Breach of the U-

- nity with their particalar Church, which they would ftill main-
¢ ain: but as the moft Authentick and Declarative A& which they
Hi ¢ canmake of their Unity with the Carbolick Church, and of the
Wt € Communion of Saints, which they do affert to be here Experienc’d
*“ amongthem, even atter a Senfible, (though Spiritual) Manner. I

do not fay, that thus it is: neither do 1 hereby at prefent main-
tain thatir isa Real and Declarative A% of Communion with the
“Catholick Church, or that it ought to be 10 look’d on. For that_
depends upon the right ftating of the Nature of the Cacholick
Church, (about which the prefent Chriftian World, whether
\It Greek cr Roman, Proteflant or Evangelical, is fo greatly Puzled)
A' and of the Formal Reafon of Communion with it, and of the
§ll differeme Degrees of this Communion, with the various Modes
and Expreflions of the fame: And (in fome Meafure) upon the
Efteem which they themfelves have of it, or that others have of
it; or thatany Prudent Perfon may be fu pos’d to have, when
the Matter of Fatis truly known, and the Principles and Grounds
of the Fa& faily exhibited: And laftly upon the folution of fome
other Intricate Queftions, which others are as much obligld to

- Anfwer, as the Philadelphians. 1 will not therefore now majn-
tain their Meetings upon fuch Principles,and for fuch Ends, as they
do holdthem, to be Pofitive and Real Ads of Catholick Com-
smuniop : But I do-fay, that there are not wanting many favou-
rable Prefumptionsand Motives, to incline one, upon due Confi~
- deration, to believe'that tlicy -are fo; and thar have atually in-
clit’d thef> 1o believe fo, who are altogether Difinterefted one
. Way, or the orher, and not Infincere in the fearch afier Truth;
neither quite fo In@pable to judge of its Critcrions, and Signs, as
" fome would have ’em to be. And I do only defire every fober
- Chriftian, thattoves thie Truch, which is after God, not to con-
“demn fich their mectrig together, though upon ese part of the
Lord’s:Day, as a Breachh of Eccleliaftical Communion, untill Bic])i

l ¢
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fhall have thoroughly examin'd the Prefent State of the Chriftiam.
Churches, or at leaft fo far as may be requifite in order to pafs a
Judicial and Definitive Sentence in this Cafe. I know that you,
Philalethes, are of too Free and Noble a Spirit to deny me this Re-
quelt : and what you can’t Approve,(as I would not have you, or in-
deed any, to do without a Rational and Solid Conviétion) you
will not Inftantly Condemn: but will fufpend your Cenfure, till
the Matter upon which this Cafe depends can be fufficiently
Clear'd. But to return from this Digreffion, 1 proceed to tell

ou.
’ That this Society of Philadelphians are not for turning the World
upfide down, asfome have Reprefented 'em : they are not Fnemies
to the Civil or Ecclefiaftical Rights of Any: they know how to
bear with the Failures of Adminiftration, and the Exigences of -
Time, if not dire&ly againft the clear Ligf'nt of Nature or_ ofthe
Gofpel; and had rather chufe to Acquiefce uader fome burthenfome
Impofitions, than to run the Rifque of difturbing the Peace and
Reft of the [;ublick, cither as to Church or State: they fo fix theic
Hearts upon the Magnalia Dei, upon the Great Things ef God and
Nature, the deeply Myftical Work of the Regeneration and Afcenfion
of Souls, the Manifeftation of the Spiritual Kingdom of the Aeffzs,
the Difcipline of Divine Philofs by to her Children, the Glorious
Events of the Future Bleffed V‘;orld ; and the Gradual Preparations
toir: that they hardly think thofe little Things, (as they Appear
to them to be when Compar’d withThefe)which divide the greateft
part of Chriftians, to be worth their Minding: and are not for fet-
ting a Value either upon the Superftitions, or the Particularities of
this or that Party_: As they do not condemn the Externals or Ri-
tals of the Chriftian Religion, fofar as they are made Subfervient
to the Main Ends thereof, as Mortification, Juftification, and the
Communion f Chrift with the Soul ; fo atfo do they nor placefo
much in them, as to endanger by an Fager Contention for or egainft
them, the Life, Power, and Ener y of the Holy and Undefiled
Religion of JESUS: they feck to orfhip the Father, through his
Son, in Spirit and Truth, in whatever Temple, or Place, they may
appear as to their Outward Perfons; and Wait for that happy
Day when all hall goupto Worlhip the Zord upon one Mountain,
and inore Temple, being united into one Spirit: theyare moft ten-
derly Senfible of the Diﬁm&ions,' and Controverfies of Chriften-
dom, atthis Day; and Some of them being acquainted with the va-
~rious Pretenfions of the Several Churches, ‘with the Methods that
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havebeen taken for the Regulation, or Reformation of the Chicf of .
them bottiasto Difcipline and Do&rine,and with the remairing Cor-
ruptions and Imperfe@ions in them, after all Ordinary Means have
been Try'd;have been hence ftired up to a diligent Refcarch after
the Primitive and Original: Model of the Church of Chrift, while
1t kept its firft Love; and toan Endeavour after the moft Succefsful
Methods to-retrieve : the fame, and to re-cftablifh the Catholick
Unity. in the Band of the Spirit, according to the Mauifold and
wifer Diftribution of its Paftoral and Prophetical Gifts: " They
. believe that all the Learning, Policy, and Power of Man are too
' | Weak:and Inefficacious to undertake fo Great 2 Work as the Re-
| formation and Re-union of Religion ; and therefore are not with-
out hopes of the Extraordinary Appearance'of God'in an  Affair of
£5. High an Import: They know that. the Divine’ Wifdom has.
made frequently ufe of the moft frail and. defpicable Inftruments,
to bring the greateft Revolutions abour in the World, and has.
tliought fit - tol e the moft glorious Atchievments through -
thofe that havé becny coumted as the Dung of the Bagth ; henge'they
b aceperfwaded that: God will confound all’ the Wiidom. and
{ | Streigthiof Man by the moft Myfterious Stratagem of his Provi-
dcnc?‘a’n'd that he will- make All Fleth to be Afham’d by thofe Se-
cret Springs of his Spirit ,which. are Now at Work: They have
continually. beforétheir eye''the three peculiar (and moft. compre-
henfive) Fitles of the Féimder of the Philadelphian Church, and are
- ofthe: Opinion thar they are ‘all Communicable to every Member
of it, when they fhallbe filly Purify'd; znd Prepar'd for fuch an
Inauguration: This they fay muft be by the Relidence of the G/;-
‘| 7y0f:God (or the Divine Scbéci}iabg within the Soul; varioufly dif-
| playing and manifefting itfelf: ‘which is alfo what they call the
') Lngernal Revelation of t Kingdom of €brift 5 and is whar accord-
1 ing to the moft Perfedt Diretory of all Prayer, they lfuppofe
themfe]ves to be obliged Daily to Petition their Eternal Father
for, andto perfue afier by holy Warchings, Abftradtions, and Re-
colle@ion of Mind.” ‘ e § om -

By. all. this, il hope-you may be able to give a rolerable Judg-
ment, Whar thie(e Philadetphians areyand what they would be..” Bur
1 if.what hasbeenalready offerd be not Satisfa@ion enough, and
1 youdlbperfit to demand Where, and Whothey are, 1 muft beg [eave,
o, etk weighty. Reafons, not tobe tooOpen here, till I fhall
' ',‘a;ﬁlﬁ(i?r‘ﬁw:irr’,an‘t for fuch a Pablication. Burin ﬂnort,ll
B e ol W G et BT ' would
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would not have you to look for the Philadelphian Society . 2among thar .
little Company which doth generally pafs by char Name, ‘and is
reforted to as fuch.  For this Society doth not properly conlift of
thofe who mect together for Religious Worthip at fuch cercain .
Times, and in fucha peculiar Manner. No, it is not confin’d to
thefe : but it doth confift of as mauy as arc Feliow VWaicers tor the
{ame glorious Prize of the firft Refurre@tion, and ths bigh Immu-
nites of. the New Ferufalim-Statce though they never convers’d
much with them, nor ever faw one Book or Paper of this kind, o
have fo much ashcard of the very Name of Philadelphian, Th,
Society confifts of all thofe who fincerely Pray and Labour for bet-
ter Times, ofall who bear the Teltimony of Fefus, which is the
Spirit of j’ropheﬁe, and the Spirit of #¥ifdom and of Revelation
and ot ali thofe who in the Patience of the Kingdom of our Lord
and Mighty Saviour do fuffer Tribulation and Reproach. The
Number ot whom may not be fo {mall, as it may appzar to be:
and we dare not fay that we arc Alone, or that Our Snciety is
made up of fucha little Handful. For I do not defpair buc that
there may be Seven Thoufand Undefil d Names found in this Nation,
thar (hall be numbred with the Philad-Iphiay Scciety, when a pub-
lick and-Declarative Inquifition thall be made by the Scarcher of
all -Hearrs, The numbers of this Society in other Countries may
be more Confiderable, then is at firft cafie tobe belicv'd. The
firft Motion or Eruption of it may be faid to have been in Germa-
7y, Where it bas fpread it felf chiefly through the indefatigable
Z:a] of fome of the Clergy s under the Name of PIETISM. By
which a Foundation has been there laid for a greater Spirituality in
the Chriftian Profeffion then was before Known, or Entertain'd,
except by fome few : and for a greater Propagation thereof among
weil difpos’™d Souls, then was from the Miraculous Days ot the
Church until that'Day. The Advancement that it has already
made in a very few Yearsis fo Confiderable, thar it much alarm’d
a Great and Potent Prince, who is fince gone to his Fachers. Nor -
i3 itunknown, 1 fuppofe, to the World how great a Mediation did
then interpofe for the Revocation of that Prince’s Defigns. - Con-
cerning which it cannot bz dzny'd, but that they had a very good
Umbrage, feveral plaufible Pretexts, and Reafons of State 5 con-
fidering that tihe Worlt Men will often take up the beft Names ;
and that cven tiiofe who are fincere ard well -meaning may be at-
tended with many (and -fomctigcs great) ImperfeGions, and noe

2

nnle

Images courtesy ProQuest LLC
Digitized by www.JaneLead.org



()
~only with Erroneous, but with DeftruG&ive Notions ; fome of them
fora (horter, others for a longer while, and fome it may be even
“for their whole Lives: and confidering likewifz that fome leffer
~ Excrbitances of Pratice actually were, and others yet greater
might have been commitred, by fuch as, ‘not having been Taught
by the True Guide, had learn’d to attribute their vain and turbu-
lent Enthufiafins to the Holy Spirit of God. But thongh we car-
mot anfwer for the Irregularitiess, of all that may take up the
fame Title, or Name, with us, or with our Brethren in Germany ;
yet we doubrt not but we fhall approve our Selves, in the fight of
Heaven, and of all the World, as thofe who follow the true Spiri-
tual Guide, the Meek and Humblg JESUS. Who has-taught us to
Prayand Wait diligently for his Appearance ; that he may not fur-
prize us, when he comes, without Oil in our Veffels. e
I know not what {trefs may be laid upon the Obfervations which
fome curious Perfons have concerning certain Places, which they
fuppofe to be Confiderable for certain Faral (whichfmuﬂ: rather
‘all Providential) Propenfions, certain Critieal Difpofitions, and Pe-
riodical Mutations in the Inhabitants; and parricilarly with refpe
1o the Progrefs of Religion in the World. But however it be,
‘the place of this late Bruption ¢if I may fo all it) of a Solid,
Nervous, and Spiritual Cgriﬁ'ianity, in the Pierif Divines, that
are truly fo.call’d, is indeed very Singular and f'range: and what-
ever Reflexion may be made hereby upon it, or upon this Society,
deferves not to pafs unobferv'd. It is now fomewhat abovea Cen-
~tury and an half fince there began in Germany, and (what is {tiit
- more remarkable) out of Sexony, that Grand Revolution of Reli-
- gion, which by the beft allow’d Expofitors of Prophetical Scrip-
' wureis all'd the Sardian Refirmation, in Contradiftin&tion to the
- expelted Philadelphian: and it feems a little wonderful that now
,  again fomething ofa like Scene, fhould begin foto be Tranfaéted
- about the fame Place; and that as there were then many Circum-
ftances which did conaur towards fo furprizing and aftonifhing a
Work, foalfoat this Day they There are not lacking, if our In-
formations deeeive us not. And further, as the Englifb are aBranch
- from the German Root, fo fome have obferv’d a Circulation as it
‘were from the Root to the Branch, and from the Braneh to the
Rootagain, in’ various particulars. Moreover at the fame time
that Dr. Euther preach'd 1n Germany againft the Corruptions of the
> @ourt ‘ang Church of Rowe, thctcl{ood up others at the fame time
R o e e s ' , o
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in SwirXerland, who perfued there the famc Defign, with fome
little Alteration. So itis alfo at this Day. ‘

Neitherare the Pbiladelphian Society without their Friends in Ro-|
man Catholick Countrics, as wellas in Proteflant. It is no longer!
now a Myftery ho - the Clergy of the Gallican Chuech, and that|
even too the moft confiderable for Learning and Prudence, aswell
as for Piety,are Ting'd w.th the very fame Principles upon which:
this Society is Founaed. Some hints whercof were given above two
Years ago in a Preface of the Englifh Editor, before a Book:
Tranflated out of the High German, and call’d, A Letter to fome ]
Divines concerning the Queflion, W hether God fince Chrift's Afcen-1
fion doth any more reveal himfelf to Mankind> And it begins to.
be notorious enough,. that this Spiritual Devotion prevails not on- §
ly among the Rechufeand the Regulars, but even among Secu- §
lars, and fuch as converfe both in the World and in the Court. |
And it is Obfervable, that even that very Cardinal, who did lay §
the Foundation of the Grandeur of France,was a Favourer of fuchf
Principles of Devotion : and has left under his own Hand a lafting §
Monument of fuch his Efteem , by taking the Pains to Abridge}
tiemina particular Treatife, that is defervedly valwd by Ratio-
nalifts as well as Spiritualifts. Which fhews that the clearefk§
Heads have fallen into this Way, and that the Wifeft Minifters of]}
State have not thought it of fuch pernicious Confequence (as fome
do vainly furmife) to the Civil Government. :

What Emotions there have been of late Years in Jtaly, and ind
the Kingdom: of Naples, as 1 dare not undertake to juftific the puri-|
ty of the Source whence they proceeded ; fo they are too wellj
known to be infifted on. But thus much at leaft may hence be ga-|
ther'd, that there is generally a great Uneafinefs uader the Bur-|
thens of ‘the Dominant Church in thofe Parts; and that there arej
fome good Souls difpers’d who would gladly embrace a more Spi-§
ritual Religion, over-looking the outward Strength and Pomp of}
a(f]hllu'ch Statc in Comparifon of the Zupard Life asd Spirit of thel
Gofpel. :

Which is that whereby the Philadelpbians defite that their Socie-
ty may be diftinguith’d. And therefore when in the Title Page of
the Theofophical Tranfactions you find under-written By the Phils
delphian Seciety, youare not thence to aferibe or appropriate thefe
to firch as wear the Badge of that Socicty in this City, or to imagin
to your fcIf that they are the Ads of any particular Conyocation, or |
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i ‘Affernbly, of fuch Menibers : but {’ou are to confider them ag the

Atts, which relate to the whole hiladelphian Society, whither
foever -difpers’d over the whole Earth, (according as the Meffage
dirc&ed to them the laft Year did fignifie) and publifi'd by fome
that are of the fame Socicty in England, who afpire after the in-
ward Life and Spirit of Religion. , -

- Well, you will fay, the inward Life and Operative Spirit of the

' Religion of Chrift is what we acknowledge to be the Principal, as

well as they, Herein I find that we do not Difagree. Thisthere-
fore (befides that it isinvifible) can be no diftinétive Mark either
-of their Society in general, or of the particular Society in England.
How therefore are they diftinguifb'd from other Chriftians:

H Aud particularly from thafz of the Church of England:

I can here tell you chat they feek not to diftinguith themfelves
from others, and that the Rule they go by will not fuffer them to

1 affect eithcr Singilarity, or Superiority: but that they feek rather

i1(as far asitisin their Power) not to be diftingui’d from other

Chriftians ; and more affect an Univerfality, and gencrous and no-
ble Parity, without encouraging the Sin of Schifm by the one, or
throwing wafte by the other thofe Boundaries which the Laws ej-
ther Divine, or Human, have éftablifhd. - They pretend not 1o
determine the Rights of the contending Parties, but leave all things
in Statu Quo; without fo much as entring into the merit of the
Caufe of the one or of the other. For they hope, that if the Dif-
feating Parties, or Socicties, could be perfwaded not to hate one
anotlier, and to retire morc into the inward meek Life of JESUS
‘Matters might poffibly come to be amicably adjufted on beth fides,
‘and'a lafting Union in Religion concluded uot only amoug Prote-

b

| teftants, but ‘even with the whole C hriftian World. Theretore

they freely admit ro them thofe that have a good Will to the Gof-
pel of Chrift, and feek to be conformd to it in a Pure, Lowly,
Loving and Peaceable Lif:, and in all other Matters fo fir as their
Lighr exiendss of whatever different Perfwafions, or Opinions,
:they may be, which touch nor the Effential; of the Chriflian Re-

| ligion. And let me tell you they arc {o much for Peace, that they

‘would have nothing but thefe to ftand in competition with it: and
‘thefe neither but fo far as that Peace and Truth may be brought by
this Means to'kifs cach other. They look beyond the moft perfet

cxternal
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teraal Conftitution, as feeing that all muft be Broken, to make
way for that Pure and Spiritaal Church-State, which is to defcend
immediacely out of Heavea,:coordingto the Reprefeatarion that we

have givenus inthe Haly Vilions of the highly Bzlov.d Fobx.. And, -

m_thioks, even while I am writing this, I fec darkly as through a
Glafs this Aagel of the Love defeending as from the Holy City, and
gently ftriking fome of the more eminent Paltors of the Etablih'd
Church of this Nation, and faying as it were to them, ¢ Arifc:
* here is no Abiding Place. There remains yet a mere Glorious
¢ Work 1o be done, than vour Predecefors could accomplifh..

Howp are they diftinguif’d from @ uakers ?

Lanfwer, they do indeed agree with tiie Quakers, though nor
as to their cxrernal Habits, or Cuftoms, yer asto the Jnternal
Prinzipl: of a Light within, Bat herein alic, i I miftake not, they
agree- net only with moft of the Reformed Churches, but even
with the Church of England it felf: Who do no lefs own this
Internal Light , or Divine Principle, when righty Explicated,
then the Quakers themfelves; and who do no lefs lay down {ich
Grounds, bothin their Articles and Liturgy, from which a Spirit
of Revelation, or Infpiration, in the Churci, mav be cafily and
fully deduced.  1know not, Sir, of what Communion you are,be-
cafe you fpeak in General Terms (fomewhat Ambiguous) of
the Proteftant Churches : butl am perfwaded that [ can prove tliis
toany impartial Perfon of what Communion you pleafe, that is
not perfetly a Socinian, ora Pelazi.in, if he will buc {tick to the
Priaciples which he holds,and be content to follow, where they
will lead him.  But I chufe rather to fpeak of the Church of
England, who areufually (and I think mott unfairly) mif reprefen-
ted as litcle Favourers of this internal Principle, of a Spiritual
and Divinz Light communicated to the Soul. 1 fpeak as to their
Principles: And if they will but be trae to thefz, as1 charitablv
hope they are, they thall perhaps admire to find the Grouad work
of that among themfelves, which they may have never though of,
or which they may have even thoughe themfelves to be contrary
to. Neither fhall I for this purpofe refer any Man to feveral of the
moft cclebrated Writers of this Church, ever fince its Reforma-
tion; from whence 1 could bring masy pregnant Proofs of the
Truth of this Internal Principle, and Lighc within, as by them
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maintain'd: But I fhall appeal to the moft Authentical A&sof irs

*} Communion, and the moft folemn and conftant Offices, in which

~all its Members are oblig'd to joyn, for a Determination of the

i ( 16 )
y
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| { Faithyof this Church  Whercfore 1 fhall make my Tnquifiton
'{ according to thefe Heads, 2%,

I. The Manner of the Initiation of its Church Members.

II. The Manner of the Affociation of its Initiated Membets.

1Il, The Manner of Commiffionating its Officers.

V. The Daily Miniftration , in which both the Church-Go-
vernoursand Subjeéts are jointly-concera’d.

V. The Commemorations of the Apoftles.

1. The manner of the Initiation of its Church Members. This cer-

“tainly ought to be allow’d as the Teft of the Faith of any Church,

~or Chriftian Soeiety. And moft efpecially fo it ought to be of that

~Church, or Society, in that Point,or Points; which it has hereby an

mmediate Refpett to; and fo much the more ftill it this be
-ot only-the Immediate, but alfo the Principal Refpedt; whence

A ¢ 7 the JInitiation that the Church of England ufes for |the
uil { “Admiffion of.its Members, ifit fhall appear that this Church has

by it an Immediate and Principal Refpet to the Internal Principle

L ~of 2 ‘Light within, 1 hope none will be unwilling to fubmit toit,

“who would be thought Pzrily and Indeed Membersof it. Now the
-manper of: Initiation of Members usd by the Church of England

i § doth conift in the Office of Baptifm, and in that of Confirmatisn :

“whichis a Supplement,and Confummation of the former. And that
rthe Infufion of an Internal Permanent Light, Iife, or Spirit, (not

i | 'barely for Afual Influences, but alfo for Habitual Rcﬁdencel{ is

vthe Principal End of Baptifm, and which fhe hasan Immediate Re-

‘: { “{pe&ito in thefe her Offices may be colleGed from the following

Confiderations. 1. That there 1s a Baptifmal IJumixati:n main-

81 tait'd sind defended by the very Minifters ofit : and that from this

! { Topick their ftrongelt Arguments are drawn againft thofe who dif-

pute the Validity -either of Baptifm in Gengral, or of that of In-
fants in-particular. It matters not here whether there be indeed
fuch a Baptifmal  Illumination, or that it be only believ'd to be

[ | 1o : for <tis enough that “they argue confiftertly with their own
o 8 8

I'1 Principles; howevcr they may afterwards modifie or qualifie the
i1 ~fame"ia their Controverfies with others. For this they find them-
|1 fetves oblig'd to, asoften as they have to do with thofe who moft

loudly
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-loudly ‘pretend to this Illumination of the Divine Spirit; or Word,
¢ ingenerated into-’em, as a Vital and Habitwl Principle,or as a
¢ permanent: Light within,varioufly and occafionally exeriing it felt
¢ inattual Influences: Ordinary and Extraoudinary ; asinto m ny
¢ Rays of Light proceeding from that Life of Light. And that moft
chiefly becaufe thefe do atfert the Communication or Infufion here-
of to be without the Miniftration of External Baptitm; which chey
therefore lay afide. 2. That Bapté/m and fllumination are taken by
many for Synonymous Terms: and that the moft Claffical Expofi-
tors and Commentators of tais Church do make them thatare faid
to have been Enlightned, to be only the Baptied. And it is by
fome fuppos'd that the Internal Light of Baptifm, did in the carly
Days of its Adminiftration break torch even externally, by a vi-
fible Corufcation. ~Several Inftances are brought for the proof of
this Internal Principle of the Spiritual Light, convev’d in Baprifm :
which, with what further Argnmeats might bz drawn from the
Rigtts of feveral Churches, and fome parricular Cuttoms of our
Anceftrs, I pafs over. 3. That Regeueration (which maft be not
A new Modification, but a mew Generation) is atributed to the receg-
tion of Baptifm:That tke Subje& upos which it is confer'd is thence
cali’d a Menider ofclg;iﬂg to fignifie that as reilly as every Mem-
ber of the natural Body is quickened and influenc’d by the Natural
Soul, fo really is every Member of Chrift's Spiritual (and Myf{tical)
Body, quicken’d and influenc’d by that Saperaatural and Spiritual
Principle, which is then fupposd to be firft infufed; as it were a
new.and higher Soul, or an inward Vital Light : Thar theace the
faid Subjet is call'da Child of Goly which is not properiy Appli-
able toany Creature, as fuch, bur folely Chrift, who is the
only Begorten-Son of the Father; but improper!v and mediately to
the Creature, fo far asit jsanimated with tae Spirit of the Son,
which teaches it to cry Abba Father 5 o far asit is made tartaker
with him of the Dizine Nature, {o forasic is illI’d with the U--
niverfal Lighe of all Wor'ds, enlightniag everv one that comas. to.
ity and fo tar laftly as Chrift is formed within ir, who isalone the
H:ir of the Father, -and the Diberitor of the Kinzdom of Hrazag, And
that this Regencration by, and into, the Spir’ of Chrilt is to be
counted tor another Generation or Birrh, and nota bare Modii-
cation, or Alteration of .tiwe firff, (bur much lef an exteraal Re-
lation) mav be fufficiently evinced both from the Arcumentation
of :t. Paul in his Epiftles, and trom the Collefts theace ftly adap-

‘ 1R 1

Images courtesy ProQuest LLC
Digitized by www.JaneLead.org



| o B T

C18)

- ted by the JudiciousCommnpilets of the Englifp Liturgy, Thisisal-'

fo moft agrecable to the very Original Iftitution of Baptifm a-
mong the: Jews, for the :iniriating of .their Profelytes: in wlich
they did conceive that a New Soul was adtually infus’d that, was ‘on-
ly capable of Immortality, and of the Kingdom of the Meffzs : as
it is alfo to that of the Purgative Myfteries among the Pythagoreans,
whicii do anfwer tothe Chriftian Baptifin; acoordinq_ to what a
moft Learned: Viadicator of chis Church has prov'd. ‘To conclude,
the conveyance of fuch an laternal Principle, whether you call it
the Light within, or whatever: other Name you give to it, is
that which the Church of England, from thefe Confidera-
tions, appears to have an Immediate Refpedt to, in her Baptifm,
whether it be of Infantsor of Adults; as that 'wiuct:by the Subject
foadmitted is congeiv’d to bz inftated in all the Church Priviledges:
‘which muft be Mediarely convey’d through this inward Principle
of the Light. And.it is thar alfoto which the Church of England has
the Principal Refpect 5 as being:that to which all other Regards.
arc to be fubfervient and fubordinate; asderiv’'d from it, and cen-
tringinit. So that this may be fafely allow'd as a Telt of the
taith of a: True Church of Englgnd Man; who by virtue of
his Ini¢iation into it isno lefs obligd to believe this infpired Light
inn the Soul, then a Quaker is. And if there be but fuch an inter-
nal Principle once in the Soul, then there can. be no poffible Rea-
fon affign®d why alfo there may not be true Znfpiration, and Reves
Iation, as the aual Influences and Operations of that Principle.
Several other Confiderations might here be brought, to conclude:
this to be the Reafon of fucha folemn Ruite of Initiation into the
@ urchand withal to fhew that no Abufe of any Truthifhould make:
us afham‘d to profels it; though we ought Lereby. to become more-
Wiry, and Tender, and fearful of Abufing it when we have, or
pretending to it when we haveitnot. But I muft haften to the
other Heads.  Which I muft handle with moze Brevity for the
prefent.  The Seeond is

II.. The Manner of the Affociation of its Initiated Me‘m_lm:..

If the former Suppofition be True that the External Baptifm of
the Church of England is founded upon the Internal Baptifm of
the Holy Spirit, or upon the Infufion into the Baprized Perfon of
-2 New Lifc, Light, or Spirit; then will not this latter need to%c

; prov'd.
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prov’d, Namely, that the Euchariftical Celebration in this {ame
Church is gr_ouncied- upon the Suftentation and ‘Angmentation here-
of,and is defign’d for a mutual Cenfederation of all its Chureh-Mem-
bers in the Holy and Spiritual Principle of the Divine Paradifiacal

Life, in the Light of the Eternal #ifdom of God, and in the True -

8girit of Chrift. Let but the Order for the Adminiftration of the Lord's

Supper, or Holy Communion be look’d into, and imparrially Exami-
ned, how far it may Agrec or Diiagree with this Notion of real
and proper tnion with God and Chrift, and of Effentiai Commu-
nion in the Spirit, by alt the Participant Members. This will be
the ready way to Decide the Matter : and that even independest! y
on Baptifmal Regeneration. And indeed I hardly know what cax
‘be faid more Nervous, and Full to this Purpofe, or that weuld be
faid with greater Force by the very fublimelt Myfticks, then what
I find in the Exhortation: which being Preparatory and I’nﬁ‘ru&ive,
ought therefore to be taken according to the moft Popular and Li-
teral Senfe. " The Words that I obferve are .thefe, wh'ch are (as
1 have already hinted) peculiarly Addrefd to the Unlearned rather
then to the Learned, to the Hior, rather then to the Philologift :

viz. Then we Spiritually ear the Flefb of Chrift, and Drink his Blood; -

then we dwellin Chrift, anid Chriff in ks 3 we are- one with, Chrift, and
Chriff with us.  In which Words there are thefe three things Do-
&rinally Deliver'd. ‘1. A Spiritual Manducation of the Flefh and

Blood of Chrift; conceraing which the Philadelpbians have many

things to fay that cannot be declared amoag the Exotericks, 4. A
mutial Fbabitation, or Circuminfsffon, of Chrift and the Soul. 3.
A Recipr xcal Union, or Communicatioa (as the Schools {peak) of
Mioms. Fhere feems indeed to be a Limitation to the Firlf of
thefe by the Term Spiritaally: but that is oaly oppos’d to Carnally,
and not vo Really, or Subffantially. And' 1t is further alfo obfec-
vable that the Catechiitnens are not to be admitted to the Parci-
cipation of {o Higha Myflery, bt afier a Profeffion made, tliat
the Body and B ’005 of Chrift are herein Verily and indeed taken and re-
cesved by the Faithful. Which howfoever itbe Expticated, if it
fignific any thing at all, muft import that the Do%rine ofa Chrift
mitkin, or a Light within, asa Vital Principle in the Soul of every
Worthy Parricipant, is not contrary, but exadtly conformable to
the Rites of Affociation, or Confederation, of its Iniriated Mem-
wrse Sol proceed to :

D2 T The
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111 Toe Manner of Cummifianating its Officers.

And here the Church of England feems to be more Exprefs,
then the is either in the Forms of Initiating, or Affociating her Sub-
jects. Far the Offices both for the Ordination of her Priefts and
D:.cons, and for the Confecration of her Bifbops, do wholly wrn

_ ‘upon this one Principle, that none ought to be admitted for Offi-

cers, cr Rulers, in the Church of Chrift, but thofe that are truly
€all d by the Spirir of Chrilt to that particular Office or Govern-
mentin the fame: and thatasa Confequent hereof none ought to
preiume to Excrcife fuch an Office or Government in the Church,
bur according as they fhall be fill'd, adtuated, and guided by this
Internal Spirit and Lightof Chrili, the fupreme Paftor, and Head
of it.  Which may bc made, I think, moft Evident. 1. From
that Part, ‘which the Perfons Comm:ffionating do bear in this Sa-

' ¢red Miniftration. 2ly. From that which the Perfons Commiffo-

nated do bear. 3ly. From the Contents of the Commiffion-it {elf,
that is Deliverd, ~ 4ly. From the Rite of the Delizvery of the Com~
miffion, or the Impofition of Hands. And §ly. from that pare
which all the Affiftants, whether of the Clergy or of the Layety,
dobear,. -And the Evidence in all thefe Particulars will be very
clear from the moft natural and plain Senfe of the Words and

-Symbolical Rites the us’d, without ftraining or diftorting them

cither way, but taking them according to the ordinary Conftruéti-
on throughout the whole New Teftament, and the moft Primi-
tive Antiquity. From whence alone we can know, what it was
t0 be CalFdand AMw’d by the Spirir to any Office, or Miniftration
in the Church: and “what arc properly to be underftood by the
Paftoral, or Do&oral Gifts of ‘the Holy Ghoft. And further yet
to prove how fenfible fke is of the great need that there is of In-
Jpired'and Enlightn’d Teachers in the Church, this very Church of
England doth thrice every Week folemnly fupplicate the Blefled
Trinity to ILLUMINATE all Bifhops, Priefis, and Deacons.

V. The
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V. The Daily Miniftration, in which both the Church-Guvernors
and Subjelts are jointly Concern’d.

The Church of England doth not only teach her Children Ocea-
; /z'qmi{? to Pray the Father, through the Son, for the Irfpiration of
his Holy Spirit 5 and infiru@s them every Lord’s Day, and Holy
Day, how that without this Divine Infpiration, or Illumination,
the Love of God cannot be perfeét, neither the Glorification of his
Name {uitable, or Worthy: lgut the doth the fame alio in her Con-
Jtant Offices. ~ For do not her Children beg of Chrift in the firft
place, that he may open their Lips, fo that they may be able to
Jhew forth his Praife; after the manner that the Znfpired Prophets
did, ‘when their Mouths were open’d by the Lord? ]50 they not as
from this Opening proceed on, in Conjunction with the goodly Si-

ciety, of the Frophets, the Heroical Army of Mariyrs, and the glo-
ti0.s Coledge of the Apoftles; and with all the Angelical Orders;

10 Praife the LORD; thatis, after the fame Manner as they do,
in his Life, Light, and Power. W herefore alfo doth the Mini-
fter falue the People with the Salutation of the Angel Gabriel:
and the People refalute the Minifter with a Lord be with thy Spirit

that is, that the Spirit of the Lord (as Immanu-E1) may be joyn’d !
with h#s Spirit in his Minifterial Officcs then to be perform'd 2
And wherefore do they both mumally Deprecate the Removal of

the Divine Spirit, but that they may be affifted by it, as an inhc-
rent Principle of Light, how they ought to Pray unto, and Praife
him?2 Do they not therefore Approve of Prayer by the Spirit?
Yea do they not even remind God of thofe Noble and Miraculous

Woorks, that have been wrought by his Spirit, both Internally !
aud Externally, in former Days> And do they not prefs him to |
Arife, and Help them, as Antiently in the Church he was us'd to |
do: and todeliver 'em by fome Wonderful and Extraordinary Ap- ||

pearances? And why do they tell him that his Honour is {o con-

cern’d to do: than which nothing can be more proper in the
Mouth of a Philadelpbian 2 5 .

V. The:

e T L U pr e —
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V. The Commemorations of the Apsftles.

‘Butas there are feveral Footfteps of this Do&rine of an. Intc_lmal

“Principle of Light, which the Philadelpbians ftrenuoufly maintain,

Obvious i the Daily Miniftration of the Church of England ,
whercin both Governors and SubjeSts are concern’d 5 fothere is

- yet fomewhar ftill more Notable in the Commemorations of the

. Holy Apotles by her Celebrated.  For the very Original Irftiruti-
- -on of thefe feems to be for no ether End but to preferve an Ufe-
- ful Memarial of their Deeds and Sufferings, and of the great and
- excellent Gifts of the Holy Spirit, conferr’d upon ’em 3 that fo

1 TR T e sor s Mms oy 47N mbe = rTmme b T8
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the Prefent Church, and efpecially its Officers, may be hercby in-
cited to infift in their Steps; aud fo to hope for the Powerful
Communications of the fame Bleffed Spirit, in order toa Right Go-
verament of Ir.  And I do not fee why a Church of England
Man, asSuch, may not pray to be Enlighten’d, by the Dodrine
of the Holy Apoftle, and Evangelift St. Fobn, who treats fo par-
ticularly of the Divine Light ; to be madea Partaker of the Gifts
and Powers of the World to come, through the Preachin
and Epiftles, of the Blefled Apoftle St. Paul, who has {poken {0
diftinétly concerning them s and ro be endued with thofe Pafloral
Abilities, which were by Chrift committed tothe Gloriois Apo-
{tle St Peter, that fo the Bifhops, and Paftors, may be ena-
bled (like him) to feed the Flocks, entrufted to their Charge. Nei-
ther dol fee, why any Church of England Man may nor fafely
Peay 1o be filled wirh the Fbly Ghoft, for a right Judgment in all
Sacred Matters, when he commemorates the plentiful Effifion of
it upenall the Apofiles: or why, in particular, he may not wair
in Faith for fuch a Eulnefs of it, as was given to the firft Martyr
8t. Stephen: or why ftedfaltly looking up to Heaven, he may not
al{o hope to behold the Revelarion of the fame Glory: or laftly 5
why, being eftablifi'd in the Truth of the fame Gfpel, he may
nor expeét that, as God did endue his Holy Apoftle ~ Burnabas
with Singvlar and Marvellous Gifts of the Holy GhoRt, he will not
leave him deftitute of fuch his Manifold Gifts, (if they be Pray’d
for, and Believ'd inj nor yet of Grece to uie them aright.

» Now
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Now from a fincere Inquifition upon all thefe Heads 1 have "
been driven ro conclude, that the Church of England, according
to her Principles, and alfa to her Solemn and Conftant Deyotr-
ons, doth no lefs favour the Internal Principle of a Divine Light,
when rightly fated, then even thofe who are at this Day the moft
of all Exclaim’d againft for it. Each,of thefe Heads might have
been much more largely [Deduced: and ethers alfo might eafily
have been Added. I%ut if all this fhould not be Satistattory, 1
have yet a Referve behind : which I am ready to produce, if there:
fhall be occafion for it, to juftifie the Principles as of the Catho-
lick Church, {o of the Church of Engl ad in this Point.. i

¢ Very well, you will fay : I'defir’d to know, how the Philadel-
¢ phians are diftinguifh®d from the Quakers 5 and you tell me that:
¢ they are ot diftinguifh’d from Them, ncither from the Church
¢ of England it felf, as to the Grand Pomt of the Interna! Light.
¢ But then, fay you, why do nor thefe diftinctly ftate what they
“ mean by it; which is fo capable of being mifunderftood,.
“and fo liable to be Abusd? This, if it can be done, will an-
¢ fwer the Intent of that Queftion, concerning their Difcriminati-
¢ on from the Quakers. ?

1anfwer, that the Philadelphians do {tate it, after the fame man-- |
ner as Fuffin Martyr, and the molt Early, and Soundeft, Writers.
of the Catholick Church. They will refer you therefore to thefe,
with whom they exprefs their full Concurrence: who, they fay,
were not fuch Enemies either to a Publick, or Private Spirit of. |
Revelation, as the Moderns commonly feem to be. But thefe are i
the more to be excus'd, in that the Exceffes of fome wild Preten- |
ders to Infpiration have been fo Enormous, within our own Me--
mory, asto warp mary fober Minds too much to the other fide. !
Whercof this Sodiety being fenfible, they ftudy nolefsto guard' |
themfelves againft the Quick-fands of Credulity, then againit the
Rock of Incredulity. Wherefore though they defpife not. Prophefy-
ing 5 yetthey examine all things, and” will have the Spivit of Pro- |
phefie to be tryd by the Prophers. Neither do they reccive it but
according to thefe Limitations: ziz. .
1 I. No Private is to oppofe its felf to a Publick Spirit of Rewes
ation,

SO

I No.
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1L No_Private Spirit of Revelation is to oppofe it felf to a
-Publick Conftituttons though it be not of Immediate Divine Ap-
-pointment. [Where by Publick Conftitution I mean both the Civil
and Ecclefiaftical Power : and by Oppofing it, I mean the Ufur-
‘parion of a Supreme Ditatorial Power, which would oblige the
Confciences of others] o )

III. The Scriptures, according to the Canon thereof by us re.

- eeiv'd, are a Compleat Rule to the Church, both wich Refpe&t

to Faith, and Manners: and is thercfore to be the Standard of all
Succeeding Revelations, or Infpirations. :

1V, No Private Spirit of Revelation hasa Right to fet up a New
Rule, but only to Interprer the former ; and even that bur for jts
own Private ufe, and fcr thar of as many as thall be convincd of
the Truth of ir. ]

V. The Truth of the Hiffory of Holy Scripture-muft remain
inviolable: and muft not be taken away, or diminifh’d, by any
Mydical Inerpretations whatever. £

VI. Every pretended Spirit of Revelation that confeffes not ‘the
Crofs of JESUS of Nazareth: or that would find out Another Fefus,
muft be Anathema.

VIL The trueSpirit of Revelation cannot abide with any but

. Holy and Humb!e Souls. 4

According to thefe Reftriftions and Limitations They can judge

- of a Spiricof Revelation, eitter in.themfelver, or in others ; whe-

‘ther it be True, or Falie; whether it be Cood, Bad, or Mixt.
And-if they cannot fo perfeétly judge in this Cafe, they leave it as
-itis; avithout daring either pofitively to Accept, or Rejedt it:
-unril the:Light fhall break foclearly up, asto ditpell all Doubts.

-Accordirg alfo to thefe ReftriGtions They do judge of the Princi-

ples, and the Praétices., which are faid to have been diGtated, or
dire€ted, by Divine Infpiration: and do leave others to do fo
likewite. But of thefe you may fee more in fome Experienc'd
‘Myftics, who have written coucerning the Difcernment of Stirits:
and in the Ocafional Writings of Some of their Society, but c-
fpecially in thic Editors Pretace, before the Secand Volume of Mrs.
Lezds Fountain of Cardens, with refpedt to fome Bocks of that
Aurher larely fenr abroad.

And here T mighe fpeak to the Query conzrn’ng the Peculiar
Piincigles ard Practices of the Fhilal:lpkiaas « as which are faid
o be cither Peunded upen, or Cosfirm’d by fuch a Sp'rit of Re-

velas
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yelation in fome private Perfuns. But fince they do not }mpo‘fc
them on others, [fhall beg leave tq pafs’em over at this time. So
1 thall only deliver you my Thoughts of that fingular Opinion of
‘Theirs,known by you,That the Coming of Chrift 7s near at Hand. You
fay you could not difcern from what TopicksT hey could fetch their
Evidence: For it cannot be found-out by Reafon neither by [7 vare
Revelation, without a Sign 5 nor yet by the fublick Fezelation Of
the Scriptures,-which are by you fuppos'd to make rather againit,
then for them. "As o the firft of thefe they grant that this Lhing
cannot be found our by it : bucyet they are apt to think that when
once it is Difcover’d by Rewelation, it may be Rationally Confirm'd by
certain Phenomena in Nature, Asto the S-cond,they chulc_ rather to
Wave, then abfolately to lay it afide. For they themfelves ma
poffibly have an Internal Evidence hereof,withourt an Externalsign,
or Affurance toothers: and therefore may be allowd to warn and
awaken the World, that they may prepare againft that Great and Solemy
Time. Aswith fome Prophets it has been: who have been found
to A& conformably to this Juternal Evidence alone, and that with
good Succefs. Burt thisI am Inform’d is under the Management
of another Pen, upor'whom this Task has been laid by a Perfon
of verygreat Emipere. .

But as to the Third} which is the Publick Revelation of-the

riptures, they are moft willing to joyn Iffuc there. Notwith-
flanding they diftinguifh in the firft place, whar they here mean
by the Coming of Chrift; and what by the nesr Apgroach of it. Now
1do not find that by the Coming of Chrift, when they fay that it
is near, they underftand his Vifible Appearance in the Clouds
but a coming in Sg'irit, or in powerful Demonftrations of the Holy
Ghoft, for the Edifying an Hoiy and Perfet Church upon the
Earth, amid(t whom the Living Oracle, and the Shecinah, or Tabet-
nacle of Glory may remain: that may be as the Firft Fruits of a Full
Haryeft afterward to be gather'd in. And by the near Approach
of this Spiritual Coming of Chrift, after an Extraordinary Man-
ner,they mean no more but that the Firft Breaki ngout of it is very
nigi], (probably in this prefent Generation) becaufe there are alrea-
dy fome Witnefles hereof rais'd up in diverfe Countries; and that
here ihall be a-Gradual Succeffion and Augmentation of the fame,
ill the whole Number of the Firft Bora be made up; fo that the
ifter Born, or the Rewmmant of the Seed, may in procefs of time come
Ifo to be Admirted into the fame Fol

S
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So that the Difficulties that are by you drawn from the r1th;
and 16th. Chapters of the Revelations of St. ¥obn, do not fo prefs
the Philadelphian 'Societyl 2% they may at firft fcem to do. For
they grane that there arc many things yet to be Accomplith'd "be-
fore that Great and Perfonal Coming of Chrift in the Daysof the
the Seventh Trumpet; as relating to the Witnefles, the Earch-
quake, the Fall of the Tenth Part of the City, the Second and
Third Woe, Zre. Neither do they difpute, whether the Effufion
of the Seven Vials, be to be underftood Myftically, or-Literally;
or both ways: whether any of them be yer paft, or whether all
of them remain ftill ro be pour’d our: whether they be Gradual
Preparations for a General Conflagration, or what elfe they
may be.  For the Foundation. of this Sociery will {till conriaue the
fame: And though they fhould not be able nicely to fx the Be-
ginning of the’ lg&eign of Anti-Chrift, yet they may be able to
compute precty well, that the Coming of Chrift (4sbefore Ex-
plicated) cannot now be far off. . :

- For there are many Motives of Credibility, and Rational Pre-
. famptions, which they draw frcm the Written Word of God,
0. confiem their Judgment in ‘this Particilaési6f the nearnefs of
the Reign of Chrift in Spirit. 1 fhall igf¥A3igeTin Sne‘or two :
which I fhall leave you to deduce furthai The firft Motive§
therefore. of Credibility for the near Approach, of Chrilt in the
Bowers of his Spirit, [ fhall rake from the Great Line of Pecle-
defiaftical Time, which. was given by the Numberer of Secreis tc
. the Prophet Daniel, and was to expire with the Purification of
the San&uary, which is thie Reltirution of ehe Church to ifs Pri
maeval State.. New nothing more will waneto be fuppos’™d here,
but that according ee-ithe Propherical Stile, a Day is taken for 2
Year.! ‘So.that from: the Date of the Vifion uatill that Blefled
Time, there wercto pafs away two Thoufand and three Hundrcdﬂ
Years.  Now let us examine, if you pleafe, whether thefe be
yet ‘drawing near to a Period. This will not be difficult to find
out : fmce it fhall not be neceflary hereto to be very Wice inour
Calculations. This. we may be eafily affur’dof, that Daniel Pro-
phefied- about Six Hindred Years before the Birth of Chrift :
znd that the Date of ‘this Vifion, which was in the third Year
of ‘the Reign of BelfpaXar (ca]l’d Nebo Niddochus) could not be a-
Bowe three or- four Year more or lefs; accordin;w the Compu-

wrioz. of fome Indifferent Perfons,. Now: if to %% Bundred' you
(N4 .
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fhall add the Years, that are lapfcd fince Chrift, you wiil find
this Term allotted for the Purification of the Church to expire
about the end of ¥ this prefent ‘Centuty. This grofs '* 60>
Caleulation will be fufficient for my Putpofe, and for that 1700
ofthe Society. Since they are Senfible, that an exat — -
Scrutiny into this Martter is of very great Diffealty, 2300
if not of abfolute Impaffibility: upon theic Accouutsyi?,

1. We cannot be certain of what Variation there may be ia the
Years, the odd Duys in the fpace of feveaty Years making up
one Compleat Year. 2. We cannot be very Cerrain what may
be the truc /ra of Chrift’s Birth ; fom: Chronologifts placing
it two, three, or even four Years higher or lower. 3. We can-
not be certain what, or how long may be the Shirtening of the
Time, which is Promis'd.  All which oaght to make cvery ons
very Careful in Determinations of this Kind. But yet all due
Allowances being made, the Diftance will not be confiderable :
and the Philale!phian Society may wel] be excosd for Alarming the
World againft fuch a folemn Day, as is drawing on, ia order
to prepare for it by a giod Life, Vaiverfal Charity, and Union among
the Chriftian Charches. :

Another Morive of Credibulity from Scripture-Revelation for
the near Approach of a Grear and Signal Refermation in the
Church, according to the moft perfett Model, I fhall take from
thar moft Antient Interpretation,.cr Anplication, (Generally Re-
ceiv’d by the Primitive Chrittians) of the Sewen Days of the Crea-
tion and Refl of the World ; the Seven Great Dayvs, cach contain-
inga Thoufand Years, which Allotment feems to bz favour'd by
no lefs a Perfon than St. Perer.  Whence if there be, according to
the known Tradition of onc of the greatelt Schools among the
Femws, about two Thoufand Yearsallow'd before the Law, as ma-
ny under it; and as many after it, in the prefzat Difpeafation of
the Chriftian Churchy 1t will %llow thatas thc Sewentd Thou-
fand Yearsare to be the Grand Sabbatical Day of chis Ouar Orby
fo the Preparation for it mult be fome proportionabic Time befere,
in the Sixth Thoufand, like as the Fewifb Sabbath did begin upon
the Evening of the Sixth Day 5 and according as it is Prophefy'd,
At Even tide it fball belight. How long this Proportionabls Time may
ve I do not fix: but I think it may be precty n-arly Calculated t :m
the Type. However I fhall not Jay any greater ftrefs upon fuch Ty-
pical, or Myftical Explications, though well gronndel, than you

ars willing rAaallaur vham Thuevaach aelasld Fdaca am caler nan
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that it is not contefted,to have been a very early, and a yery fpread-
ing Belicf it the Church. ,
“There are feveral other Arguments and Motives, which may be
extratted out of the Holy Sceiptures, for the Authenticating {uch
a Belief as this. Burt becaufe inorder to make them Coaviftive,
fome things muft be previoufly Prov’d, which 1 will not beg to be
Sappos’d; therefore I cannot make ufe of ‘em atprefent. So I am
nzceffitated ro wait till the way be more clear'd: and whar relates
to the Courle of the Fubilees, the Fealt of Tabernacles, as alfo that
of Trumpers, and the Signs of the Times I muft pafs oyer; with
fomz Chronological Difguifitions that might be 100 Intricate for the
greatelt part of Readers, who lovenotto puzle themfelves with
Difficuluies of this Kind. :

What relates to the Periodical Succeflions of the Church, ac-
cording to the Seven Typical Churches of Afia; and efpecially
to the Period now about beginning : and to the Solution of that
Queftion, whether the Seventh arnd the Sixth be Concomitant, or
Succeffive Srates; lam oblig’d toconfider, (if God fhall enable me
by his Spirit, that Searcheth the bidden things) in Anfwer to fome
Queftions lately fenr from a very Learned Querift. In the mzan
time I fhall only fay, that we now feem to be drawing near to an
End of the Sardian State: and thatthe Weak B;‘ginnings of the
Philadelphian will concur with this, till it obtain more Strength,
and the former bemade to give place toit.  For which Blefled Days
to Warch and Pray is the Peculiar Employment of this Society :
that fo LOVE may triumgh over all, unite all Breaches, cement
all Ruptures, and reconcile all Differences; that amid(t all the Con.
teading Bretbren,who profefs the Name of Chrift,an Univerfal Pece
may be eftablifh’d in which Mercy and Trath may meet each other
and that the Angelical Hofts beholding the Peaceof our Ferufalem,
may again Sing Glury to God in the Higheft 5 and cry tocach other,
How Geod and bow Pleafant is it fr Brethren thus to dwell together in

Unicy !

T)his is the Phiadelphian Al rm, which they have now b-gun to
found : and will nor give over to found, till the Revived Church
of Ferufalem, in Fhiladelphia, be Luiit as a Clty that is compalted to-
&ether, by the indiffoluble Knot ot Fraternal Love. Neither are
they afraid to expofe them[-lves {o: fo Excellent a Caufe, as they
have appear’d for : but do the more loudly redoudte their Cry, Arife,
© y2 Tretbren, and let as go uy together nuto the TESTIMON? olf

) . Ilra-l

Images courtesy ProQuest LLC
Digitized by www.JaneLead.org



b

C 29-) ;
Ifrael, to give Thanks unto the Nasz of the Lord.  For there do fit the
Thrones of JUDGMENT. s

And while I am but mentioning this, my Heart even burns with-
in me for Zeal ®d our Common Country, that they may hear the:
Voice of this Cry,which is now founded in their E>rs: and may
layafide all little Animofities and Bitterncffes; fo agreeing to
worthip thic Lord with one Lip and with onc Hearr, in Peace and
Love witho.r End.

Whether this may be thought Worthy of the Cognifance, or
Cenfultations, of the Governors and Reprefentatives of the Church
Eftablil’d by Law, as alfo of the feveral Clafles of Diflenting
Brethren from her (who do not generally {o much- as pretend to
Difltnt, but for the Caufe of greater Furity and Spirizuality) Ileave
you, Sir, (and Them) to contider. And how fir an Enterprife
of this Nature, when freed from. Miftzken Conftructions, may be
fit to be Promored by-Both 3 and how far it may-alfo hope for the:
Favourable Concurrence at this time, and Encouragement of all
Reform'd (1f not of all Chriftian) Princes, and Siates; and (in.a
Special Manner) of Such Now Bearing the Keyof the Govern-
ment in this Kingdom, for fomeEnd yer referv'd in God’s Secret
Cabiner; and particularly, of that Noble and Honourable Aflem=
bly which isNow Sitting,and Confulting the mo(tProbable Ways and
Means toSecure Peace and Profperity to This Nation ;. If the faid

Enterprize fhalhse found Suitable and Proper to thofe Ends of the
Philadelphian SocieB%at Home and Abroad) which have been Pro-

ro.d ; 1leave you alfo to confider; and the Supreme Mover of all
Hearts to direct.

Thus have I freely open’dto you the Sence of this Socicty, and
the Grounds of their Pretenfions : And in what I have been de-
feltive you will do, Sir, an Acceptable Piece of Secrvice in figs
nitying it to Y our Humble Servant, .

I baladelpbus. .

Second MelJage to the Philadelphi -n Sciety; and Touch-flone to the ga- -
ther'd Churches. p. 107.

Thisis the PHILADELPHIAN Church which I muft Pro-
claim; and which is already, in fome Meafure, Begun: And,
though at firflt it has but a little Strengsl, and be Comparatively as-
aGrain of Muftard Sced,it thall fpring up as a mighty Tree ; whence -
the Lebanon-Glory, under the Shadow of it, will come to open,.
in Power and MAJESTY. - rosT=

See Seder Olam.p. 147. '
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] POST-SCRIPT.
{{ SIRK "

| £ Tnce thefe Sheets were gone to the Prefs there came
: S to my Haad a Piece, call'd Bourignianifm Detedfed

.~ wherein I expected (from its more General Iotent )
{1 to find {omething relating ¢o the Pretenfions of 7 4is Society.
§| But the Learned and Ingenious Authot gives one Compre.
{| henfive Blow at them, and many others. For he is pleag’d
| to fay, That Our Quakers and Philadelphiads, ar well as
: ;‘3% Quietilts and Pietilts abroad, are of the fame Kiduey,
(. and do all fland upon the Jame Fowndations [o thet whas
Bl overiurns one, overtarns all, They msy have truly, for
#l ought I know, the fzme Refolntion of Faith: but whether
B/ tbis may invoelve all under che fame Condemnation [ leave
§'you to codfider.. Sure Iam that Our Church of England Men
§i and Prefbyterians, as well as the Uritarians and Zuingli-
§i 275 both at Home and Abroad, are not fo very eafily to

be Wounded all by one Blow 5 though they pretend to
ftand all kposr ose Foundation, and do Refolve the Piinci-
ples of the'r Faith, according to the fame Rule. And not-
withltandiog the Principle of an Intermal Light be that
which all thefe do pretend 1o alike, yet none have written
better, or with mere Perfpicuity and Solidicy, again(t all
Rl Entbufiafiical lmpofiures and Dclufions, thea they who have
Il ipofefs’d the fame Principle 3 fuch as the Profound Fuande
4142 Cruz, and feveral others. Let the Cafe of Antonia
| Bourignan Be what it will, | defire that Jultice may be doue.
Rl And [ hopeto fee her True Charaer uodertaken by Oae,
Ithat is neither a Friend, nor an Adverfary.

I  Finrs
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A Letter to fome Divines, concerning the Queftion, Whethe:
God fince Chrift's Afcenfion doth any more Reveal himfel

o Mankind by the Means of Diviae Apparitions 2« With an Fxad
Account of what God had beftowed upen a Noble Maid , from-the
Seventh Year until now. Written Originally in High Dytch
1695. DPrice 1 5. . - G E

Books lately Publifhed by fome of the Pbi.

The Laws of Parad;'/-?, Given forth by Wiidom te a Tranflate
Spirit. 1695. Pricc6d. . o _

The TWondersof God's Creation manifefted in the Variety of Eigh
Porkds, asthey were made known Experimentally to the Author
7 L. 1695. Price 6d. ; : T

The Meffsge of the Philadelpbian Ssciety, W hitherfoever difperfei
over the Whole Farth: With a Second Meffage to the fame Society
and a Touchftone to the Gathered Churches. By 7. Lead, 1696
Price 6 d. i

The Tree of Faith, or Tree of Life, {pringing upin the Paradifl
of God. From whichall the Wondersof the New Creation muf
proceed. To which is Added,

The Ark of Faith, as a Supplement to the Same, containing i
Difcovery of the New World. By 7. Lead, 1696, Price Bound.1 s

|

A Fountain of Gardens Watered by the Rivers of Divine Plea

fure, and Springing up inall the Variety ofSairitiml Plants ; blowt

up by thePure Breathinto a Paradfe. To which is Prefixed i

Poem, Intreduory to the Philadelphian Age, call'd Solomon’s Porch
or the Beautiful Gate of #ifdom’s Temple, 16g7. Price 4 s.

A Fountain of Gardens. Vol 11 Being a Contituation of ‘th
Procefs of a Life according to Faith, of the Divinely Magica
Knowledge,andof the New Creation,in Mutual Entertainments be
rwixt the Efiential Wifdom and the Soulin her Progrefs througk
Paradife, to Mount Sion, and to the New Ferufalem; 1697,

Price 4s.
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Lk’é\f"@ﬂmﬁﬂi of the Everlafting Gofpel- Meffage, which fhall never
liceafe to be Preach’d till the Hour of Chrift’s Brernal Judgment
idhall come: Whereby will be Proclaim’d the Laft Love Jubilee,
in order to the Reftitution of the Whole Lapfed Creation, whether
i mmﬂ;-OE Angch'cal, ~l697. -Pl'iCC6d.‘

: JiNm; Téirs“‘Gifi, or a Token of Love to all Perfons of what
! Perfwafion focver. In three Parts. By Mary Sterrell,

brady i : : .
(1| An Edineft Call of the Erernal Love of God. Publifhed in the
}| | Beginning of this 1696 Year in High Dutch, and Printed in Am-
{1\ flerdam. Price 4 d.

B\ Theofophical Trantactions, Number I. IL L,
| Propofitions exrated from ‘the Reafons for the Foundation
i[/and Promotion of a Philadelphiar Suciety. Price 3 d. g

A i
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vPagcd L 13. to you, read you to.




